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The origin of the  

Truyman family  

in Basel  
 

From the earliest ancestors to our direct ancestor Vitalis Truyman 

The name Truyman  appears not only in Basel and Temse, but also in neighboring Stekene. This 

strongly suggests that the families are related, although a direct link has not yet been demonstrated. 

Interestingly enough, the family name also occurs in the Netherlands, France and even in the United 

States. Yet all traces point again and again to the Waasland, which can clearly be considered the 

cradle of the family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After years of research in parish registers, estates and other sources, supplemented with the notes 

and work of the late Rev. Albert Truyman, I can say with certainty that the current population with the 

family name Truyman in the Waasland (especially in the region around Beveren-Waas) has a 

common ancestor. That ancestor is Pieter Truyman, who appears in the sources of the 16th century. 

From him runs a straight line of descent that remains recognizable through all side branches and can 

be followed uninterruptedly until about 1701. The late Albert Truyman has donated his complete 

genealogical research to the Municipal Archives of Beveren-Waas. The research and family history of 

the Truyman family can also be consulted via www.truyman-fam.be. 

http://www.truyman-fam.be/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
http://www.truyman-fam.be/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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The story of our ancestor has its origins in Basel, East Flanders, a village with 

a rich history on the Scheldt. In this region, where agriculture and river trade 

determined life, the family name Truyman appeared early on. 

Even before 1500, there are testimonies of the Truyman families in both Basel 

and neighbouring Temse. The archives from this period are scarce: parish 

registers, in which baptisms, marriages and deaths were recorded, did not 

exist at that time. Much information about the people from that time has been 

lost as a result, and genealogical research relies mainly on later documents 

and indirect mentions. 

In Basel, the priest started keeping records of baptisms around 1585. 

Marriages and deaths were only systematically registered from about 1600 

onwards. These registers are an invaluable source for reconstructing family 

histories, but therefore do not provide a direct insight into the generations 

before 1585. 

The oldest known ancestor in direct line of our family is Pieter Truyman. 

According to the available records, he was born in Basel around 1519. His life 

took place against the backdrop of the late Middle Ages, in a time of local and 

regional change. Pieter Truyman died on 6 June 1577, making him a tangible 

starting point for the family's genealogy. 

Tracing the Truyman family before the arrival of parish registers requires 

patience and inventiveness. Local chronicles, notarial deeds, and scarce 

mentions in other documents sometimes offer extra pieces of the puzzle. 

Nevertheless, Pieter Truyman, born around 1519 and died in 1577, remains 

the first Truyman who unmistakably belongs to the direct line of family history. 
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The Truyman family in Basel (16th ï18th century)  

Historical context  

During the Eighty Years' War (1568 ï1648), the Land of Waas was hit hard. 

The area, strategically located between Ghent and Antwerp, had to deal with 

looting, arson and requisitions for decades. For wealthy farming families, this 

often meant the loss of their homesteads and lands. 

Expressing sympathy for Protestantism was downright dangerous under 

Spanish rule. Many Flemings who adhered to the new doctrine fled to the 

Northern Netherlands. Those who stayed often had to watch how property 

was lost without any possibility of recovery. 

Despite these turbulent times, Basel had no fewer than 30 families with 

the name Truyman in the late 16th and early 17th centuries  . The 

following marriages are known from the parish registers: 

           
Marriage of Adrianus Vergauwen and Judoca Truyman, Basel 6 May 1589 

Marriage of Laurentius Geldonck and Laurentia Truyman, Basel 13 July 1601
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Marriage of Egidius Truyman with Elisabeth Van Strydonck, Basel 5 June 1612 

ǒ Egidius Truyman + Elisabeth Van Ceulen 

ǒ Egidius Truyman + Elisabeth Vergauwen 

ǒ Laurentius Truyman + Laurentius Geldonck (1601) 

ǒ Adriana Truyman + Adrianus De Maeyer (1610) 

ǒ Francisca Troeman + Petrus Van Landeghem (1611) 

ǒ Egidius Truyman + Elisabeth Van Strydonck (1612) 

ǒ Thomasina Truyman + Laurentius Van Goethem (1615) 

ǒ Cornelis Truyman + Laurentia De Volder (1616) 

ǒ Pascasia Truyman + Adrianus Van Migum (1619) 

ǒ Cornelis Truyman + Petronelle Bos (1624) 

ǒ Laurentius Truyman + Petrus Van Roy (1629) 

ǒ Egidius Truyman + Maria Van Bogaert (1635) 

ǒ Anna Truyman + Petrus Van Wauw (1635) 

ǒ Catharina Truyman + Judocus Eeckelaert (1636) 

ǒ Cornelius Truyman + Margarite De Hont (1637) 

ǒ Josina Truyman + Petrus Geerts (1638) 

ǒ Joannes Truyman + Barbara Verhaeghen (1641) 

ǒ Petrus Truyman + Amelberga Bruyns (1654) 

ǒ Petrus Truyman + Elsabeth the Best (1656) 

ǒ Amelberga Truyman + Joannes Lauwers (1664) 

ǒ Elisabeth Truyman + Simon Theuns (1664) 

ǒ Josijne Truyman + Adrianus De Maeyer (1668) 

ǒ Cornelius Truyman + Joanna Lijsens (1670) 

ǒ Lenaert Truyman + Caterina Van Leughenhage (1671) 

ǒ Joanna Truyman + Petrus Van Bogaert (1677) 

ǒ Amelberga Truyman + Petrus Vergauwen (1696) 

ǒ Margareta Truyman + Thomas De Smet (1696) 

ǒ Margareta Truyman + Joannes Staes (1710) 

ǒ Josijne Truyman + Adriaan Dansaert 

 

A total of 39 children  with the surname Truyman were registered in Basel 

during this period. 
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Marriage in Basel on 11 June 1611 between Petrus Van Landeghem and Francisca Troemans 

From 1675 onwards, the number of Truymans in Basel decreased sharply. 

Mortality, but also emigration to neighbouring villages such as Melsele, 

Kruibeke and Zwijndrecht, played a role in this. 

Death of Leonardus Truyman, Basel 23 August 1706 

On August 26 of the year 1706, the last male Truyman, a widower of 66 years 

old, died in Basel. His wife, Catharina Van Leugenhaege, had died the day 

after Candlemas of the same year. Seven of their daughters are known. A few 

died as children.  

Death Catharina Van Leughenhage,, Basel 23 February 1706 

 

BIOGRAPHY: Email to Albert Truyman from René Truyman, 26.08.2001: "In 1703 there was a tailor 

named Lenaert Truyman in Basel and was married to Catharina van Leugenhagen, lived first in the 

Hoogstraat and then in a house at the cemetery. He had a shop; when his wife died in 1706, fabric 

and tools were priced at 108 guilders (Wissekerke 9th ed. 2nd edition). List : City Archives of Ghent. 
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The daughter Margareta, who lost her husband Thomas Smet in 1709 and 

was left behind with six small orphans on a homestead in the Barbierwijk, 

remarried the following year to Jan Staes. This was at that time and at least 

for a century, the last recorded marriage of a Truyman in Basel. She herself, 

her sister Amelberga, who was married to Piet Vergauwen, and the other 

daughters of Leonard continued to live in Basel and all died there years later. 

No more Truyman(s) were born in Basel. 

However, there were no more new births with the name Truyman. Around the 

beginning of the 18th century, the family name died out completely in Basel, 

after more than a century of presence. 

Marriage Thomas Smet with Margareta Truyman, Basel 8 May 1696 

Marriage Petrus Vergauwen with Amelberga Truyman, Basel 1 December 1696. 

Death of Margaretha Truyman in Basel on 30 August 1726. 
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Our story... back to 1427  

In the main tax books of the Waasland  a Pieter Truyman  is mentioned, who 

was married in 1565 in Melsele to Joanna Van Bockhaven . If we assume 

that this is the same Pieter Truyman, we can extend our straight line to about 

1427. 

 

 

Gillis Truyman en Heylsoete Mijns (ca. 1427)  

Gillis (Egidius) Truyman , would be the oldest Truyman who appears in the 

Hoofdcijnsboeken of the Land of Waas, as described by E.H. Van Geertsom 

and R. Roggeman.He married in Basel (Sint-Lambertus, Liège, par. 01) with 

Heylsoete Mijns , daughter of Egidius Mijns and Amelberga 

Molendijc.Heylsoete married three times, from her marriage with Gillis 

Truyman one son is known:  Adriaan Truyman , born about 1455. 

 

Adriaan Truyman , son of Gillis, was born about 1455 and died before 1 

March 1549. Around 1500 he married Elisabeth Bolsens  (ca. 1463). From 

this marriage six children were born: Adriaan, Katelijne, Lijsbette, Clara, Gillis 

and Amelberga. 

From the main tax books of the Waasland:  

Alderman of Temse 

ADRIAAN (Truyman) 24.3.1519vp 1520 alderman GRvM no. 819 f° 147 1st half 16th E. 

homestead Oeverstraat n/ Joos Mertens occupied with homestead money in favour of the lord 

of Temse GT 99b/6 no. 29 x ELISABETH BOLSELE fa Petrus & Elisabeth Abbeel (hoofdcijns 

Haasdonk, Sint-Pieters-abdij-Gent, Paragraaf-8) cijnsboek VII/940: 

ADRIAAN + before 1.3.1549 RB 398/67GILLIS ° 1490AMELBERGA ° ca. 1508, married to 

Pieter Van Mieghem GT 482/7vKATHELIJNE, married to Gillis Daelman (homestead 

Oeverstraat, GT 482/12), later to Gillis Vergouwen (+ before 1.10.1547). Heirs house and yard 

sold on 22.1.1551 (RB 398/18v, RB 509/204v)LYSBETTE, married to Antonys Smet, later to 

Jan Van den HeedeCLARA, married to Jan Pynaert 
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Adriaan Truyman en Laurentia Van Royen  

Another mention makes it clear that Pieter Truyman  was the son of Adriaan 

Truyman  and Laurentia Van Royen (Van Rode).  This couple had two 

children: Pieter  and Katelijne Truyman  (born ca. 1520, died before 1577). 

Katelijne married Jacob Saman . 

From the Genealogical Repertorium Temse:  

ADRIAAN (Truyman) fs Adriaan & Elisabeth Bolsele cijnsboek VII/940 + before 1.3.1549. Pieter Van 

Royen as guardian of the children of Adriaan Truyman, together with Jacob Sayman and his wife Kateline 

Truyman.1 with land encumbered with 16 large hereditary to Joos Smet Bouwens for 12 pound large (RB 

398/67). Before 1548: homestead charged with homestead money to the lord of Temse, Vlierstraat, over 

Jacob Verlo (+ before 1508), n/ Joos Verheyen GT 99b/7 no.35.Married to LAURENTIA VAN ROYEN, 

daughter of Pieter & Amelberga Raywaert (hoofdcijns Rupelmonde, O.L.V.-Wissekerke, Paragraaf-1) 

cijnsboek 1b/230. 

Pieter  ï mentioned 1.3.1549ï10.9.1553, together with Jacob Saman x Kateline Truymans.                              

2 measured fief under the leaves of Jan Rauwele (lordship of Desseldonck), sold to Cornelis Van Haver 

for 45 £ 10 sc. Gro. (RB 398/67 155v). 

Katelijne , married to Jacob Sayman (1.3.1549, RB 398/67). 

 

 

 

Pieter Truyman (born about 1519 and died before 6 June 1577)  

 Son of Adriaan Truyman and Laurentia Van Royen, died before June 6, 1577. 

After his death, Jacob Saman became  guardian of the eldest children and 

Joos Van Goey  guardian of the youngest children. 

The archives of Basel show that Pieter was active in local land ownership and 

trade. On November 10, 1550  , together with Jacob Zaman, he sold a 

homestead on the Oever, called the Rooden Leu, to Adriaan Smet. This 

homestead was located between the heirs of the heirs of Adriaan Truyman 

and those of Heyndrick Deynse, and was taxed with an annual rent of 10 

shillings. 

On 8 December 1564  he sold another two measured land, partly under the 

court of Basel and partly under that of Wissekerke, to Joos Van Royen Jans 

for 36 pounds. The property was taxed with taxes: three large 's count's rent 

and four deniers for Wissekerke. 

In 1575 Pieter ended up in a dispute with Gillis De Roeck about the payment 

of 15 shillings and 4 larges, related to the purchase of two measures of corn. 
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Pieter was married to Johanna Van Bockhaven , daughter of Egidius Van 

Bockhaven and Pauline Bervoets. After his death, the widow and the 

guardians of the children sold  half a acre of land in Hanewijck on 6 June 

1577, which had previously been contributed by Joos Van Langenhove. On 19 

July 1577 , this plot was re-contributed by Jacob Saman, guardian of the 

eldest children, in favour of Pieter's second wife Margriete Rauwels . 

Pieter lived in a time when written sources were scarce and many details from 

everyday life have been lost. What we do know is that he was married twice. 

Due to the lack of clear documents, it remains a mystery to this day which of 

the two women was his first wife: Joanna Van Bockhaven  or Piryne Van 

Raemdonck . 

His marriage to Joanna Van Bockhaven produced four children: Laurentia , 

Paulina , Joannes  and Petrus . 

In addition to this marriage, there was also his marriage to Piryne Van 

Raemdonck. From this relationship two sons were born: Egidius  and 

Adriaan . Egidius  in particular would later play a key role in our family history, 

because through him the direct line runs to our branch of the Truyman family. 

Pieter, with his two marriages and six children, is an important crossroads in 

the family history.  
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Gillis Truyman (circa 1555 -1610) 

Egidius TRUYMAN was also born in Basel, about 1555, and died there around 

1610. Egidius married Elisabeth VAN CEULEN, daughter of Adriaen VAN 

CEULEN and Cathelijne VERHEYDEN. Elisabeth was born in Basel around 

1557 and died there on 22 February 1633. 

From the marriage of Gillis Truyman and Elisabeth Van Ceulen several 

children were born. Their eldest son, Egidius, was born in Basel on March 15, 

1588 and died on January 17, 1654, at the age of 65. Joannes was born on 22 

September 1596, and a certificate of his birth has been preserved. Their 

daughter Josina was born in 1597 and died on April 16, 1633 in Basel. 

Catherine, the youngest, was baptized in Basel on October 17, 1599, which 

was also registered in a baptismal certificate. 

A special document from 1633 describes the last days of Elisabeth Van 

Ceulen. Lying ill in bed in the house of her son Gillis, she declared before the 

aldermen Pieter Van Wauwe and Mathys Van Bogaert that her son had made 

a lot of effort to take care of her. With the consent of her other children, she 

gave him a piece of land, lying on the homestead of Christiaan Van 

Steenacker in Rupelmonde. Gillis inherited this land on 12 January 1633, on 

the condition that he would bear the costs of his mother's funeral. 

Death of Elisabeth Van Ceulen 

Baptism of Joannes Truyman in Basel on 22 September 1596 

These stories and documents provide a wonderful insight into the life of the 

Truyman family in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, and 

show the solidarity and responsibilities within the family. 
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Egidius Truyman en Elisabeth Van Strydonck  

Egidius Truyman was born on 13 March 1588 in Basel and died there on 17 

January 1654. He was the son of Gillis Truyman and Elisabeth Van Cuelen. 

On 5 June 1612 Egidius married Elisabeth Van Strydonck, daughter of Joos 

Van Strydonck and Anna Van Aelst. Elisabeth was born around 1587 and died 

before 1635 at the age of about 47 to 48 years. 

Birth certificate Egidius Truyman, 13 March 1588 in Basel 

Marriage certificate Egidius Truyman with Elisabeth Van Strydonk, 5 June 1612 

Egidius and Elisabeth had several children together. Their eldest son, also 

Egidius, was born on 14 April 1613 in Basel and died there on 27 November 

1688, at the age of 75. Their daughter Anna was born on 14 December 1614 

and died on 31 December 1694. On February 3, 1619, their daughter 

Elisabeth died as a six-month-old baby; she was probably born in August 

1618. Their son Joannes was born on April 13, 1620 and died on February 8, 

1686 at the age of 65 in Basel. 

Gillis Truyman, the father of Egidius, lived in the homestead Wijnakkerhoek 

no. 69 in 1632. In 1666 half of that homestead was inhabited by Gillis van 

Strydonck Souter, and later from 1666 to 1683 Jan van Strydonck Souter, 

born on 16 March 1634, lived in the homestead of Gillis Truyman. In 1683 he 

leased the homestead Wijnakkerhoek no. 85. 
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Death of Egidius Truyman in Basel on 17 January 1654. 

Death of Anna Truyman, Basel 31 December 1694 

Death in Basel of Elisabeth Truyman on February 3, 1619, she was barely 6 months old. 

Death of Joannes Truyman, Basel 8 February 1686. He was the widower of Barbara Verhagen? 

 

Sources for this data include the Basel Orphans' Books no. 207 from the 

period 1611-1632, with specific references to death houses and guardians of 

the family. Egidius Truyman's life is documented in both the baptismal 

certificate and the marriage and death certificates in Basel, creating a picture 

of a family that was deeply rooted in the local community of the Waasland. 
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Egidius Truyman and Maria (Mayken) Van Bogaert  

Marriage between Egidius Truyman and Maria (Maeyken) Van Bogaert. Basel, 7 February 1635 

Egidius Truyman was born on April 14, 1613 in Basel. He grew up in a time of 

change and challenges, and his life would stretch over 75 years, until his 

death on November 27, 1688. Egidius descended from a family with deep 

roots in the region, as the son of Egidius Truyman and Elisabeth Van 

Strydonck. 

On 7 February 1635 Egidius married Maria (Maeyken) Van Bogaert, daughter 

of Jacob Van Bogaert and Amelberge Van de Vijvere. Maria was born on 

February 10, 1608 and baptized on February 12 in Basel. Together they 

shared their lives until Maria's death on March 1, 1668. 

Several children were born from their marriage. Their firstborn, Egidius, was 

born on 1 March 1636 in Basel and lived in Melsele until 4 June 1706. 

Jacobus was born on August 11, 1637, but unfortunately died on October 8 of 

the same year.  

Death of Jacobus Truyman, Basel 8 October 1637 

Elisabeth followed on 2 November 1640, but died only a day later, on 3 

November. 

Their daughter Amelberga was born on October 8, 1641 and lived until March 

15, 1703. Barbara was born on October 29, 1642; in her baptismal certificate 

her mother is mentioned as "Livina Van Bogaert." Judocus was born 
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on 25 March 1644, and Elisabeth followed again on 23 January 1648, died on 

31 March 1702 in Melsele. Maria, another daughter, was born on April 29, 

1650 and died on September 29, 1721. Finally, there was Jan Truyman.  

 

Birth of Truyman Amelberga , Basel 8 October 1641 

Birth of Barbra Truyman, Basel 29 October 1642 

 

Truyman Judocus, born in Basel on March 25, 1644 
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Egidius Truyman en Maria Catharina Verhaegen  

12 April 1657, marriage between Egidius Truyman and Maria Catharina Verhaeghen in Kruibeke 

. 

Egidius Truyman , born on March 1, 1636 in Basel. He was the son of Egidius 

Truyman and Maria ï also called Maeyken ï Van Bogaert. On 12 May 1657 

he married Maria Catharina Verhaegen , daughter of Joos Verhaegen and 

Elisabeth Van Vivere. Maria Catharina was born in Kruibeke on 10 September 

1628 and would later die there, on 11 December 1698. 

The marriage of Egidius and Maria Catharina was blessed with several 

children. Their firstborn, again called an Egidius  , was born on March 12, 

1658 in Basel and reached the respectable age of 83.  

Baptism in Basel of Egidius Truyman on March 13, 1658 

Their second son, Judocus , was born in Kruibeke on 16 December 1660 and 

died in 1740 at the age of eighty in Melsele.  

This was followed by a daughter, Maria , born on 27 October 1661, who died 

in 1690 at the age of twenty-eight. 
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Baptism of Maria Truyman in Kruibeke on 27 October 1661 

On December 12, 1663, Petrus  was  born, who probably died around 1709. 

Two years later, on 26 September 1666, Joannes  was  born, although little is 

known about the rest of his life. Their son Jacobus , born on 2 May 1669, died 

relatively young, in 1708, at the age of only 38. The youngest son, Paulus , 

was born on 20 May 1673 in Kruibeke and spent a long life in Melsele, where 

he died in 1742 at the age of 69. 

Egidius himself reached a respectable age for that time. He died on June 4, 

1706 in Melsele. However, there is some doubt about this date of death, since 

the binders of Melsele also mention a "Truyman Egidius, widower Nameless 

Nameless, 9 November 1700". Whether this is the same person remains an 

open question in the family history for the time being. 

In the course of the 17th century, his descendants spread over various 

villages: Basel, Beveren, Melsele and the surrounding area. Despite setbacks 

due to war, disease and death, the Truymans remained present in the region. 

Marriages with families such as Van Bocxlaer, De Volder, Van Goethem, Bacx 

and Verdonck strengthened their roots in the Waasland. 
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The Truyman family from Basel to Melsele (17th century)  

When we open the parish registers of Melsele, the name Truyman appears for 

the first time on 4 May 1641. On that day, Martinus Truyman marries Josina 

(Judoca) Bacx. He is the first of the family to be officially mentioned in 

Melsele. Where exactly Martinus came from remains a mystery for the time 

being. 

There are several options. He may have come from Beveren, where in 1618 a 

State of Estate was drawn up for Merten Truyman, married to Jenne Wittock. 

Perhaps this Merten was the father of Martinus. In the second half of the 17th 

century, several Truymans also moved from Basel to Melsele. Yet we do not 

find a suitable Martinus there who fits directly into the picture. 

An additional indication is that on 7 April 1650 the funeral of Elisabeth Van de 

Vijver, wife of a certain Martinus Truyman, is recorded in Melsele. Was this 

perhaps the father of the younger Martinus who settled in 1641? It remains an 

open question, but it does indicate that there was a family connection between 

the Truymans of Beveren and those of Melsele. 

However, life in Melsele was not without setbacks. On 14 January 1647 we 

find a second Truyman marriage in the registers: Judocus Truyman marries 

Elisabeth Verdonck. Their first child, Anna, was baptized on 23 December 

1652, but less than two years later, in March 1654, the young mother died. 

Pioneer Martinus Truyman himself was also hit hard. His wife Judoca Bacx 

died in July of the same year 1654. There are no known children of their 

marriage. 

Yet this was not the end of the story. Both Martinus and Judocus would marry 

again and father offspring. This gave the Truyman family a foothold in 

Melsele.  

Death of Judoca Bacx, widow of Martinus Truyman, Melsele 7 July 1654 
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Paulus Truyman en Joanna Asselmans  

Paulus Truyman was born on 20 May 1673 in Kruibeke, the son of Egidius 

Truyman and Maria Catharina Verhaegen. He grew up in a time when the 

Waasland was mainly an agricultural area and spent his life in Melsele. On 2 

February 1701 he married Joanna Asselmans, daughter of Jan Asselmans 

and Josijne Verstraeten. Joanna, born on March 27, 1674 in Melsele, died on 

June 15, 1749 at the age of 75. 

Marriage of Paulus Truyman and Joanna Asselmans in Melsele on February 2, 1701 

Together they had a large family that remained firmly anchored in the region. 

Their children were Jacques  (1701ï1785), Judocus (1705ï1789), Egidius  

(1710ï1789), Joannes (1714ï1785) and Petrus (1718ï1788). Each child led 

his own life in Melsele and Zwijndrecht and contributed to the survival of the 

Truyman family. Paulus died on September 19, 1742 at the age of 69, after 

which Joanna continued her life as the mother of this growing family. 

Because of the births within this marriage, the common line of descent splits 

into two separate branches, with which the genealogy of the family continues 

in two directions. 

On the one hand, descendants of Egidius (Branch 1) still live in the Waasland 

today. On the other hand, there is also a family branch that goes back to 

Jacques (Jacobus) (Branch 2). Both branches deserve to be further 

investigated and described separately. 
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Tak1 - Egidius Truyman (1710 - 1789) 

Egidius Truyman was born on March 12, 1710 in Melsele. He grew up there 

and would remain closely associated with it throughout his life. On 15 July 

1750 he married Maria Therese, also known as Joanna Theresia, Stoop. She 

was born on August 21, 1725 in Melsele, as the daughter of Egidius Stoop 

and Anna, or Joanna Catharina, Eeckelaert. 

Marriage in Melsele on 15 July 1750 between Egidius Truyman and Maria Theresia Stoop 

The marriage between Egidius and Maria Therese was celebrated in Melsele 

and several children were born. Anna Catharina, their eldest daughter, was 

born on February 17, 1751 in Melsele. She died later, on June 25, 1808 in 

Zwijndrecht, at the age of 57. Their second daughter, Joanna Maria, was born 

on December 12, 1752 in Melsele but died on March 6, 1763, not yet eleven 

years old.  

Baptism in Melsele of Joanna Maria Truyman on December 12, 1752 

This was followed by Josephus Franciscus , born on October 3, 1754. He 

lived a long life and died in Zwijndrecht on July 1, 1830, at the age of 75. 

They also had Elisabeth, born on September 19, 1756, who died before 1790. 

Their son Petrus Jan, born on September 29, 1758, died just eight months 

later, on May 23, 1759. Maria Francisca was then born on July 9, 1760. She 

lived to a remarkable age: no less than 94 years, and died on August 29, 

1854. This was followed by Regina, or Reine, born on October 31, 1763. She 
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also reached a respectable age and died on April 3, 1843, almost eighty years 

old. 

Maria Theresia, born on December 15, 1765, died as a child on May 2, 1767. 

Lucie was born on January 1, 1770. She lived until May 18, 1857 and died in 

Zwijndrecht at the age of 87. The youngest daughter was Jeanne Therese, 

born on November 3, 1772. She died on January 4, 1812 in Zwijndrecht, 39 

years old. 

Death of Egidius Truyman, Melsele 14 December 1789 

Egidius himself died on December 14, 1789 in Melsele, at the age of 79. After 

his death, his widow, Maria Theresia Stoop, moved to Zwijndrecht. 

Documents show that she was known there as a farmer. She died in Melsele 

on March 20, 1812 at the age of 88. 

Death certificate Maria Theresia Stoop, Melsele 20 March 1812 

Egidius Truyman, together with his wife Maria Theresia Stoop, left behind a 

large family of which many descendants spread over Melsele and Zwijndrecht. 
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Josephus Franciscus Truyman en Anna Maria Felix  

Josephus Franciscus Truyman was born on October 3, 1754 in Melsele, the 

son of Egidius Truyman and Maria Theresia Stoop. He grew up in a time when 

the Waasland was mainly an agricultural region, and later worked as a farmer 

in Zwijndrecht. 

Baptism certificate Josephus Franciscus Truyman in Melsele on October 5, 1754. 

On 30 January 1801 Josephus married Anna Maria Felix, daughter of Gillis 

Felix and Anna Maria Vergauwen. Anna Maria was born on August 17, 1771 

in Melsele and died on April 22, 1841 in Zwijndrecht.  

Their first child, Fredericus , was born in Zwijndrecht on 11 January 1801, but 

he died on 30 May 1820 in the house on the Poegnaard in Zwijndrecht. 

 
Baptism in Zwijndrecht on January 11, 1801 

Two years later, on January 27, 1803, their second child, Dominicus Livinus , 

was born.  

On July 11, 1804 their third son Jean Baptiste  was born in Zwijndrecht, he 

married Maria Theresia Theye. They had 5 children; Aloysius (1845-1940), 

Charles Louis (1847-1870), Josephus (1850-1870), a lifeless daughter on 26 

September 1851 and Petrus Augustinus (1853-1938) 
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Marie Coletta  was born on March 15, 1806 and died on April 12, 1849, she 

was married to Carolus Ludovicus Van de Merlen. 

Charles -Louis  born in Zwijndrecht on March 3, 1808 and died there on 

August 25, 1810. 

Fidelis was born on August 7, 1810. He married on 25 November 1835 in 

Zwijndrecht with Fidelia Van der Vloet. In this marriage 13 children were born; 

Aloysius (1836-1840), Maria Juliana (1837-1838), Carolus Ludovicus (1838-

1913), Marie-Louise (1840-1841), Franciscus (1841-1845), Aloysius (1842-

1843), Eduardus (1844-1879), Maria Francisca (1843-1850), a lifeless son 

(1847), Petrus Augustinus (1849-1878), Hortantia (1850-1850), Juliana 

(+1855), Rosalia (1855-1856). Fidelis died on March 12, 1872. 

Petrus Augustinus , born in Zwijndrecht on October 3, 1813. He married 

Francisca Vergauwen. Petrus was a farmer and innkeeper at the Smoutpot in 

Melsele. There were 3 children born in this marriage; Petrus Joannes (1843-

1921), Rosalia (1849-1932) and Josephus  (1853-1925) and finally Rosalie , 

born in Zwijndrecht on 2 December 1815. She was married to Petrus Jan 

Vriesacker. She died in Zwijndrecht on 9 December 1875. It is through 

Josephus that the Staes family is related to the Truyman family (See branch 

1B) 

 

Josephus Franciscus Truyman died on July 1, 1830 in Zwijndrecht, 75 years 

old. 

Death certificate Josephus Franciscus 
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Dominicus Livinus Truyman (1803 ï 1888) 

Dominicus Livinus Truyman was born 

on January 27, 1803 in Zwijndrecht as 

the son of Josephus Franciscus 

Truyman  and Anna Maria Felix . He 

grew up in a period when the Waasland 

was still very rural and traditional. Later 

he worked as  a "bareelwachter on the 

iron road of the land of waas", a 

profession in which he was responsible 

for opening and closing the barriers at a 

level crossing. 

On 28 October 1835 Dominicus 

married Francisca De Graef (also 

known as De Graeve) in Zwijndrecht. 

She was the daughter of Joannes 

Franciscus De Graeve and Maria 

Catharina Colier and was born on 

November 27, 1810 in Melsele. The 

couple settled in the region and built a family together. Francisca would 

eventually die in her native village of Melsele on December 12, 1890, two 

years after her husband. 

Several children were born from their marriage. Their eldest son Vitalis  was 

born on October 2, 1836 and was 94 years old, an exceptionally old age at the 

time. Marie Therese was then born in 1838; she lived until 1906. In 1840 

Aloysius was  born, who later moved to Melsele and died there in 1932. Two 

years later, in 1842, Petrus Joannes  was  born, but he died in 1866, only 24 

years old. Soon after, Josephus, born in October 1844, lived to be only two 

months old. So the family knew both joy and sorrow. Their youngest daughter, 

Maria Fidelia , born in 1846, would live a long life: she died in 1929, at the age 

of 83, in Melsele.

Dominicus Livinus Truyman himself reached the respectable age of 85 and 

died on 27 May 1888 at half past three in the morning in his home in the 

IJzerstraat in Melsele. 
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The descendants of Vitalis Truyman  

Vitalis Truyman was born on October 2, 1836 in Zwijndrecht, the son of 

Dominicus Livinus Truyman and Francisca De Graef. He would have a long 

and eventful life and eventually died on February 20, 1931 in Beveren-Waas, 

at the blessed age of 94. 

On 9 September 1870 he married 

Philomena Van der Auwera , 

daughter of Jan Cornelis Van der 

Auwera and Joanna De Gendt. 

Philomena was born on December 

18, 1840. Their marriage lasted only 

six years, as Philomena died on 

November 11, 1876, at the age of 

just 35. Together they had six 

children: 

 

The eldest, Maria Joanna , was born 

in Antwerp on March 8, 1870. She 

led a long life and died on November 

12, 1953 in Kruibeke, 83 years old. 

Their second child, Dominicus -Livinus , was born in Zwijndrecht on 26 June 

1871. He died relatively young, at the age of 43, on August 12, 1914. Their 

third son, Petrus , born on September 15, 1872, lived to be no less than 92 

years old. He died on July 8, 1965. This was followed by Elisa , born on April 

3, 1873. Her life was short: she died in Melsele on March 25, 1904, only 30 

years old. The fifth child, Maria Elisabeth , was born on 30 April 1874, also in 

Zwijndrecht. Nothing is known with certainty about her death. The youngest 

child from this marriage was Jozef , born on November 8, 1876. We do not 

know the date of his death either. 

After the death of his first wife, Vitalis remarried on 8 January 1878 in 

Zwijndrecht to Maria Ludovica Smet , daughter of Charles Ludovicus Smet 

and Maria Josepha De Keersmaeker. She was born on August 2, 1837 and 

died on April 7, 1884, only 46 years old. From this marriage one son was born: 

Alfons , who was born on December 22, 1881 in Zwijndrecht. He would be 81 

years old and died on March 9, 1963, also in Zwijndrecht. 
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After the death of his second wife, Vitalis married a third time. On 16 October 

1886 he married Melanie Verstraeten , daughter of Franciscus Verstraeten 

and Victoria De Munck. Melanie was born on January 8, 1865 and would 

reach an advanced age: she died in 1947, at the age of 82. 

Together, Vitalis and Melanie had five children. The first child was stillborn on 

January 4, 1887. This was followed by Aloysius , born on 30 April 1888 in 

Melsele. He died on May 4, 1909, barely 21 years old. Francis was born on 

June 26, 1889  , but he died that same year on November 3. Delphina was  

then born on October 24, 1891 in Melsele. There is no information about the 

rest of her life. The youngest child, Francis Xavier , was born on Christmas 

Eve, December 24, 1892. No date of death is known for him either. 

This was the life of Vitalis Truyman, who had three marriages and left behind a 

large family. His descendants spread across the Waasland and beyond, and 

his name lives on in the Truyman family to this day. 

    
Bidprentje Elisa Truyman 1873 ï 1904 
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Maria Joanna Truyman (1870 ï1953) 

On March 8, 1870, Maria Joanna Van der Auwera  was born in Melsele  . She was 

born as the "illegitimate" daughter of Philomena Van der Auwera. When Philomena 

married Vitalis Truyman a few months later, on 9 September 1870, Maria Joanna 

was acknowledged by him and was given the family name Truyman from then on. 

Birth certificate Maria Joanna Van der Auwera.At the marriage on September 9, 1870 recognized by 

Vitalis as his legitimate child. 

  
Truyman Maria Joanna 

As a young woman, Maria Joanna had a son, Fideel Truyman , on April 1, 1894, who 

was also registered as "illegitimate". A few years later, on 25 October 1902, she 

married Hendrik Foubert, born in Kruibeke on 23 November 1863. However, their 

family life was marked by grief: a lifeless child was born in Kruibeke on 25 March 
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1907, and their second child, Camiel Foubert, was born on 29 August 1909 but died 

just two days later. They did not have more children. 

Maria Joanna and Hendrik shared their lives until Hendrik, 67 years old, died in 

Kruibeke on 9 September 1931. Maria Joanna herself lived on for more than twenty 

years after that. On November 12, 1953 she died in Kruibeke, 83 years old. 

Birth certificate Fidelis Truyman, 1 April 1894 in Melsele 

 

The earlier life of Hendrik Foubert  

Before his marriage to Maria Joanna, Hendrik Foubert  had  already started a family twice. 

His first wife was Maria Elisabeth Verhaegen  (1866ï1897). Together they had three 

children: Petrus  (1894ï1977), and two children who died shortly after birth (in 1895 and 

1897). 

After the death of Maria Elisabeth, Hendrik remarried to Maria Philomena Vergauwen  

(1866ï1901). This marriage also produced three children: Martha Foubert  (1899ï1963), 

Léo Foubert  (1900ï1900), and an unnamed child who was stillborn in 1901. 

When Hendrik married Maria Joanna Truyman in 1902, he already carried a difficult past with 

him, marked by the loss of two wives and several children. 
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Fideel Truyman (1894 ï1971) 

 

As the son of Maria Joanna Truyman, Fideel Truyman continued the family 

branch in the Westhoek. He was born on 1 April 1894 in Melsele, but would 

later develop his life in Watou and Abele-Poperinge. 

On 21 August 1918 Fideel married in Watou with Gabrielle Verbrigghe,  born 

on 11 July 1900 in Coudekercque (France), daughter of Richard Cornil 

Verbrigghe and Marie Eugénie Lucie Blondee. Gabrielle was known as a hard 

worker and was often seen in Abele's hop fields. 

The marriage produced a large family. Their first child,  

1.- Agnes  (1918ï2002), was born in Poperinge as Agnes Verbrigghe, 

illegitimate child of Gabrielle Verbrigghe.                                                                                                            

At the marriage of Gabrielle to Fideel, they wanted to have the child 

"recognized", but they encountered a problem: the child was not declared at 

birth. The recognition could only take place after the request letter and the 

judgment of the Court of 1st Instance in Veurne.                                                             

In the marriage booklet of Fideel and Gabrielle (x 21/08/1918) it says on page 

21 o.a. dat births must be reported within 3 days.             

"The persons who fail to register a birth within the specified time are punishable by imprisonment of 8 

days to 3 months and by a fine of 26 to 200 (now tenfold) francs, or by a single of these penalties" 

!!                                                                                             

Agnes was married to Albert Smet (1919-1990) 
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This was followed by Henri (1921ï1970) and André (1923ï2012), both born in 

Watou.  

2.- Henri  was married to Denise Vandenbilcke (1927-2008) . In this marriage 

two children were Mariette and Henriette. 

3.- André  was married to Odette Vizaize (1924-2008). André and Odette had 

8 children. Felix, Lucien, Andrea, Raymonde, Michel, Regine, Françoise and 

Régis. 

 

 

4.- Paula  (1928ï2020), was married to Alidor Meeuw (1919ï1989) in this 

marriage one daughter was Dorothé. She was married to Remi Griwez they 

had 2 children, Sophie and James. 

5.- Maurits  (1930ï1978), born in Watou and married to Mariette Laheye. In 

this marriage there are 7 children; Gaston, Rita, Jeanne de Chantal, 

Catherine, Alexandra, Pascal and Daniël. 

6.- Martha (1934ï2016), married to Robert Van Acker (1932ï2005). Robert 

and Martha have one daughter, Rita. 

7.- Michel  (1935ï2001), married to Jacqueline Soubry (1937ï1970). They had 

one son Daniël (1963-2015). 

8.- The youngest, Yvette , was born in 1938 in Poperinge. She is married to 

André Detaille. 

The family knew both joy and sorrow. Some children reached an advanced 

age, while others died much too early. Nevertheless, the family remained 

closely connected to the region of Watou and Abele, where work, family and 

tradition were central. 
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The Graves of Truyman Henri, Truyman Fideel and Verbrigghe Gabrielle 

Fideel died on February 14, 1971 in Abele-Poperinge, 76 years old. His wife 

Gabrielle followed him ten years later and died there on June 12, 1981, at the 

age of 80. Together they left behind a sizeable descendant, so that their name 

and memory live on to this day, with branches of the family as far as France. 

In 2025, this family line of Vitalis Truyman is continued by: 

Kevin (°1994), grandson of André and Odette Vizaise. 

Thomas (°1994), grandson of André and Odette Vizaise. 

Theo (°2002), kleinzoon van André en Odette Vizaise 

Jules (°2022), great-grandson of André and Odette Vizaise. 

Tom (°2024), grandson of André and Odette Vizaise. 
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Dominicus Livinus Truyman (1871 ï1914) 

Dominicus Livinus Truyman, son of Vitalis Truyman and Philomena Van der 

Auwera, was born on June 26, 1871 in Zwijndrecht. He grew up in the 

Waasland and later built his own family there. 

At a young age he married Paulina Joanna Deckers, daughter of Carolus 

Ludovicus Deckers and Nathalia Van de Perre. Paulina was born in Melsele 

on December 26, 1878. She would live a long life and eventually died on 

February 1, 1967, at the age of 88. 

Dominicus and Paulina had three children.  

1.- Their eldest daughter, Anna Maria Ghislaine , was born on January 29, 

1902 in Beveren-Waas.  She married Alfons Kamiel De Ridder (1902-1974). 

Anna Maria Ghislain died on December 18, 1990 in Namur, 88 years old.  

2.- Born on March 30, 1904 in Beveren-Waas, Elisa Maria  followed, who 

spent her entire life in Beveren-Waas and died there on April 8, 1984, at the 

age of 80. She was married to Michel Bosman (1907-1969) and had three 

children; André, Karine and Sabine. 

3.- The youngest, Gustaaf -Louis,  was born on October 9, 1909 and also died 

in Beveren-Waas, on December 13, 1976. Gustaaf married Blondine Maria 

Clara Maes (1907-1927). In this marriage two children were born; Yolande and 

Marcel. 

Dominic's own life was cut short prematurely. He died on August 12, 1914, 

only 43 years old. His wife Paulina lived on for more than half a century and 

took care of their family alone. 

Thus, Dominicus Livinus Truyman left a lasting mark despite his short life, 

through his descendants who continue the family in Beveren-Waas and 

beyond. 
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Petrus Truyman (1872 -1965) 

Son of Vitalis Truyman and Philomena Van der Auwera. Petrus  was born in 

Zwijndrecht on 15 September 1872 and died in Kallo on 8 July 1965 at the age 

of 92. He married Maria Clementine VAN DE PERRE.  Maria Clementine was 

born on July 18, 1880 in Kallo and died in Melsele on May 4, 1931 at the age 

of 50.  

He married a second time with Maria-Celina WEEKERS.  Maria-Celina was 

born on October 3, 1884 and died on April 19, 1954 at the age of 69. 

In this marriage of Petrus and Maria Clementine there were 6 children: 

1. Aloysius  was born in Melsele on 30 November 1900 and died at the 

age of 73 in Beveren-Waas on 24 November 1974. He was married to 

Bertha De Cauwer. In this marriage two sons were born: Petrus (1930-

2003) and Clement (1934-2021) 

2. Gustaaf  was born in Melsele on 24 March 1902 and died in Beveren-

Waas on 7 March 1987. He was 84 years old. Gustaaf was married to 

Angelina Van Moer and they had one son Hector (1934-1998) 

3. Martha Rosalie  , born in Beveren-Waas on 30 March 1905 and died at 

the age of 38 in Melsele, died on 14 April 1943. 

4. Alfons  was born on 22 October 1906 in Beveren-Waas and died there 

on 22 March 1907. 

5. Jozef  was born on 17 September 1908 in Beveren-Waas and died there 

on 14 December 2001. He was 93 years old. He was married to Virginie 

Van Eynde (1903-1996). 

6. Maria Paulina Ghislaine  was born in Melsele on 15 September 1917 

and died in Antwerp on 31 January 2001. She was married to Lodewijk 

Leo Meyntjens (192-1979.. 

 
Birth certificate: Petrus Truyman 15 September 1872 in Zwijndrecht 
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Alfons Truyman (1881 -1963) 

Alfons Truyman was born on December 22, 1881 

in Zwijndrecht and died there on March 9, 1963, at 

the age of 81. 

On 26 June 1903 he married Delphine Valentine 

Van Hove , daughter of Petrus Joannes Van Hove 

and Maria Ludovica (Marie Louise) Helsen. 

Delphine was born on December 4, 1880 and died 

on December 28, 1923 in the Moederhuis in the 

Vinkenstraat in Antwerp, only 43 years old. 

Fifteen children were born from this marriage. The 

two eldest, Germa  (1903) and Jozef  (1904), died 

in infancy.  

3.- Their third child, Dominicus Livinus  (1905ï

1983), reached the age of 78. He was married to 

Marie Delphine Van de Merlen. They had one son, 

Alphons Truyman (1927-2010) 

4.- This was followed by Franciscus  (1906-1987), 

In the first marriage with Martha Bazila Maria Van 

Hove (1908-1935) he had one son Alfons (1930-

1935). In the second marriage to Madeleine 

Laureyssens (1939-1997), there were two more 

sons, Albert (1939-2023) and Harry. 

5.- Gustaaf  (1908ï2002), married to Ghislaine 

Clement (1909ï1994). In this marriage there were two children, André (1932-

2022) and Christianne (1933-2025). 

6.- Elisa  (1909ï1911) 

7.- Josephus Ludovicus (1910ï1985). Joseph remained unmarried? 

8.- Joanna (Jeanne)  (1912ï1992). She was married to Victor Smet, one 

daughter Mariette (1938-2014) 

9.- Germaine -Marie  (1913ï1913) 
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10.- Albert Eduard  (1914ï2002. He was married to Alicia Maria De Zitter 

(1921-2005). In this marriage there were two children; Pierre (1944-2025) and 

Lisette (1948-2018). 

11.- Elisabeth  (1916ï1988), married to Jozef Clara Jennen (1915ï1984), 

Elisabeth and Jos had one son Eddy. 

12.- Paulus  (1917ï1918),  

13.- Vital -Prosper  (1919ï2008), married to De Laet Leontine. There were no 

children in this marriage. 

14.- Martha Pauline  (1920ï1991) was married to René De Bruyne. Here were 

four children Marc, Marleen, Anne-Marie and Karine. 

15.- Julienne Maria Martha  (1922ï2013), married to Abdon Celestus 

Detemmerman (1920ï2019). they had one son Alfons (Fonny). 

After the death of his first wife, Alfons remarried on 5 

June 1924 to Anna -Maria Heyndrickx , daughter of 

Carolus Ludovicus Heyndrickx and Maria Stephanie De 

Munck.  

She was born on April 9, 1895 in Verrebroek and died on 

June 22, 1971 in Zwijndrecht, 76 years old. 

 

 

Four more children were born from this second marriage: 1.- 1.- Jozef Hilaire  

(1925ï1967), unmarried 

2.- Germaine  (°1927), married to Eric Duffner (1916-2003) 

3.- Celina (Irène)  (1928ï2011) was married to Gaston Vedastus Dobbeleir 

(1928ï2010). Two children were born here; Rudy and Monique. 

4.- and finally René (1936- 2024). He married Rosa Amelinckx (°1938). They 

are the proud parents of Martin, Ivo and Wim. 
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Alfons' children ensured the survival of this family branch. From this family 

several grandchildren and great-grandchildren were born in recent years, who 

continue the line:- 

Miller (°2017) and Callen (°2019), great-grandsons of Alfons and Sara Van 
Goethem. 

Georges (°2023), great-grandson of René and Rosa Amelinckx. 

Scottie(°2023), great-grandson of Harry Truyman and Jozefine Cloostermans 

The Truyman-Van Hove family; the approach Delphine Van Hove (1880-1923), and from left to right 

Gustaaf, Albert Eduard, Franciscus, father Alphons, Jozef, Dominicus, Vital-Prosper. Furthermore, the 

girls Martha, Joanna, Julienne and Elisabeth. 

EXTR INFORMATION 

Alfons worked as a labourer at the National Company of Belgian Railways. On 25 

November 1926, he suffered a serious accident in the south of Antwerp. During this 

accident, he lost one and a half members of his right index finger, two members of 

his right middle finger, and three members of both his right ring finger and his right 

little finger.  At the time of the accident, his annual salary was 14,162 francs and 30 

centimes. The compensation he received for the accident was set at 12,000 francs. 

In addition, he would receive an additional remuneration of 3,000 francs annually for 

a certain period. Once this period had expired, this annual payment would be 

converted into an annuity, which would provide him with a steady source of income 

for the rest of his life.. 



37 

In 1914, during the First World 

War, the house of Alfons 

Truyman, a state employee from 

Zwijndrecht, was destroyed along 

with the associated belongings. 

The Belgian army had 

requisitioned his home and 

demolished it to make way for the 

fortifications around Antwerp. 

After the war, Alfons Truyman 

submitted an application for 

compensation. His file was 

examined by expert appraisers. 

The estimate showed that the loss 

of the buildings in 1914 had a 

value of more than 2,617 francs. 

After deducting the remaining 

material, a damage amount of 

2,600 francs remained. 

In addition, additional costs and 

losses were also taken into 

account, such as: 

¶ a reconstruction fee, 

¶ compensation for loss of enjoyment of the home, 

¶ additional structural costs, 

¶ the loss of fruit trees, 

¶ and even compensation for the replanting of those trees. 

The total amount of damage thus amounted to 12,835.08 francs, a considerable 

amount for that time. 

Thus, Alfons Truyman, like many other affected civilians, eventually received official 

recognition and compensation for the suffering and material damage he and his 

family had suffered during the war. 
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The "children" in 1984, on the occasion of the celebration of the 45th wedding anniversary of Frans 

Truyman with Madeleine Laureyssens. 
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Tak 1B: Petrus Augustinus Truyman (1813 -1892) 

On an autumn day, on October 3, 1813, Petrus Augustinus Truyman was born 

in Zwijndrecht. He was a son of Josephus Franciscus Truyman and Anna 

Maria Felix. He spent his childhood in a rural environment, where the rhythm 

of life was determined by the seasons and agriculture. 

As a young man, Petrus Augustinus found his partner in Francisca 

Vergauwen, a daughter of Petrus Vergauwen and Adriana Elst, born in 

Melsele on March 31, 1816. Their marriage was solemnized on June 7, 1843 

in Zwijndrecht. Together they built a family and a future. They settled in 

Melsele, where Petrus Augustinus was not only a farmer, but also an 

innkeeper on the Smoutpot. This inn was a meeting place for villagers, where 

stories were told and friendships were forged. 

The couple had six children.  

1.- Their eldest son, Petrus Joannes , born on November 26, 1843, would be 

almost eighty years old and died in 1921.                                                         

2.- Josephus was born on July 31, 1846  , but died 7 months later on March 

10, 1847.                                                                                                            

3.- Later in the same year Juliana  was  born in Melsele on December 26, 

1847. The accident continued to haunt them, Juliana died on October 5, 1848.                                                                                                             

4.- Their daughter Rosalie , born in 1849, lived until 1932 and knew the 

transition to a new century.                                                                               

5.- On January 31, 1951 Joannes Baptista  was  born, who unfortunately died 

2 years later on July 17, 1853.                                                                          

6.- The youngest, Josephus born on January 8, 1853, remained rooted in 

Melsele all his life and died there on October 22, 1925. 

Francisca's life ended on January 4, 1890, in her native village of Melsele. Two 

years later, on October 23, 1892, Petrus Augustine also followed her in death. 

He was 79 years old at the time. 

Josephus Truyman (1853 - 1925) 

On January 8, 1853, Josephus Truyman  was born in Melsele  , son of Petrus 

Augustinus Truyman  and Francisca Vergauwen . He grew up in a farming 

family where hard work and connection with the village were central. It was 

also in Melsele that he would spend his entire life. 

On 20 June 1888, Josephus married Maria Josepha Van Sittaert , a young 

woman from the same village, born on 7 April 1857. Maria Josepha was the 

daughter of Joannes Baptist Van Sittaert  and Rosalia Heyndrickx . Their 
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marriage brought new life to the home and soon the family was filled with 

children. 

Their first daughter, Maria Sylvia , was born on March 28, 1889, followed by 

Maria Juliana  in 1890 on February 23, she became a nun Celine and died in 

Sint-Niklaas on September 8, 1919.  

3.- On March 8, 1891, Maria Elisabeth  was born. She also became a nun. 

She died as Sister Mechtildis in Kruibeke on March 1, 1980 in Kruibeke. 

3.- On May 29, 1892 they became parents of a son, 

Alphons , who would later die as a young soldier of the 8th 

Line Regiment during the First World War, on October 19, 

1914 in Keiem, where he is buried in the military cemetery, 

grave no. 71. 

A great sadness for the family. 

 

4.- This was followed  by Maria Cesarina  in 1893. She married in Melsele on 

23 July 1921 with Francisus Amedeus Staes. In this marriage 7 children were 

born; Jozef, Armand, Adrienne, Maria, André, Etienne and Paul Eduard. 

5.- Franciscus was born in Melsele on November 26, 1894, remained 

unmarried and died in Sint_Niklaas on January 18, 1959.  

6.- Petrus , was born on January 7, 1896. However, the latter child died after 

only a few weeks, which must have been another heavy blow. 

So the family knew both joy and deep losses. Maria Josepha, Josephus' wife, 

died at a young age, only 38 years old, on January 24, 1896. Josephus was 

left with a large family to take care of. 

A year later, on 28 April 1897, Josephus remarried to Maria Ludovica 

Ryckaert , born in 1865 as the daughter of Aloysius Ryckaert  and Coleta 

Van Gansen . Together they continued life in Melsele, where Josephus had 

deeply rooted his roots.  

Children were also born from this second marriage.  

1.- Leonard  was born on May 16, 1898, in Melsele. He married Maria 

Josephina Margarita De Maeyer in Melsele on 6 May 1926. In this marriage 

José (1927-1995), Elza (°1928), Jozef (°1930), Remi (1931-2015) and Lucien 

(°1933) were born. Remi  married Maria Van Vosselen and they had 3 
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daughters; Irena, Lydia Josee and Sonja. Lucien married Suzanne Poux, in 

this marriage !s one son Peter Truyman. 

2.- Martha born on 17 Jul 1900, married to René Ghislenus Suy. 7 children 

were born here. 

3.- Eduard born on January 20, 1902, Eduard was a farmer and remained 

unmarried. He died in Kruibeke on 13 June 1998. 

4.- Maria Celina  in 1904 on March 4 in Melsele. She married in Zwijndrecht on 

14 May 1929 with Henri Bettens. In this marriage Remi (°1930), Leona (1931) 

and Eduard Bettens (°1934) were born. 

5.- René born on 4 January 1906 and died on 22 February 1984 in Wilrijk. On 

20 October 1942 he married Rosa Martens. They had one daughter Marianne, 

who was married to George Leyssens (1939-1977). 

6.- And finally Jozef  born on March 12, 1907 in Melsele and in Beveren-Waas 

died on October 6, 1989. 

In this way, Josephus built a large and lively family, which would continue to 

grow and spread over the generations. He himself remained in Melsele all his 

life and died there on October 22, 1925, at the age of 72. His second wife, 

Maria Ludovica, followed him a few years later in 1931. 

Josephus Truyman left behind a large family, in which names, stories and 

memories lived on. His life story reflects the strength and steadfastness of a 

man who, despite personal losses and difficult times, remained loyal to his 

family and his village. 
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Tak 2: Jacques (Jacobus) Truyman (1701 -1785) 

On November 10, 1701, a boy was born in Melsele who was given the name 

Jacobus Truyman. A day later he was baptized in the church. He was a son of 

Paulus Truyman and Joanna Asselmans, and would later become a prominent 

figure in village life. Jacobus lived to be no less than 84 years old and died on 

December 29, 1785, in the village where he remained rooted all his life. 

Baptism certificate of Jacobus Truyman, Melsele 11 November 1701 

As a young man, he found his first companion in Sara Maria De Dijcker, 

daughter of Joannes De Dijcker and Anna Minion. Their marriage was blessed 

on 7 February 1741 in Melsele. Together they had a large family, but as was 

so often the case at the time, their happiness was marked by both joy and 

sorrow. 

1.- Their first son, Jacobus , born in 1741, died at the age of six. Daughter 

Elisabeth, born in 1742, was also only five years old. Of their eight children, 

only a few reached adulthood.  

Baptism certificate Jacobus Truyman, Melsele 4 August 1741 

 

2.- Joannes , was born in Melsele on December 27, 1744. He married in 

Beveren on 20 June 1789 with Anna Van Ruyteghem. Joannes died at the age 

of 59 on 16 February 1804. The couple had one son, Jan Bernard Truyman, 
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born in Melsele on 14 December 1790. Joanne's first wife died on 12 March 

1797. He remarried in Burcht on 27 September 1797 to Anna Theresia Van 

Brempt. 

3.- On January 2, 1747 Egidius  was born in Melsele  , he also died the same 

year on October 7, 1747. 

4.- Petrus Jacobus , born on December 5, 1748, married in and moved to 

Kieldrecht with Marie Jossine Bauwkens and died there in 1823. In this 

marriage there were seven births, but only Marie Theresa lived to the age of 

74. The others died after a few months; Michel (5 July ï 19 July 1812), Pierre 

François (5 July ï 18 July 1812), Marie Catharine (9 July ï 30 September 

1814), Rosalia (19 May ï 14 July 1817), Petrus Josephus (3 August ï 9 

November 1818). 

5.- Joannes Franciscus , born on December 21, 1750 in Melsele. He married 

Anna Maria Fassaert. In this family 5 children were born: Maria Elisabeth, was 

born on 9 Apr. 1790 and died on 26 Nov. 1868. Petrus Jacob, born on 10 Jun! 1791 

and died on 1 May 1796. Jan Frans, was born on Oct. 9, 1793 and died on Sep. 19. 

1794. Maria Theresia, born on Oct. 9, 1795 and died on Dec. 12, 1820. Jan Frans, 

born on Feb. 7, 1801 and died on Aug. 28. 1883. 

6.-  Josephus , born in 1753, also stayed in Melsele. He was a farmer and 

died on 12 January 1841 in his home in the Gendstraat. 

Baptismal certificate Josephus Truyman, Melsele 16 March 1753 

7.- Their youngest daughter, Joanna Maria , born on October 26, 1755, would 

also find her way to Kieldrecht, she married Bernardus De Graef and died in 

Kieldrecht on August 29, 1825. Bernardus and Joanna Maria had 3 children; 

Joannes Josephus, Jan Bernard and Anna Catharina De Graef. 
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Baptism in Melsele on 26 October 1755 of Joanna Maria Truyman 

On January 9, 1757, fate struck: Sara Maria died at the age of only 40. James 

was left behind with his young children.  

 

Declaration of the States of Property: 27-02-1741 in Melsele 

When Sara Maria De Dijcker , wife of Jacobus Truyman , died in Melsele on 9 

January 1757, she left her husband with five young children. The family was in 

dire need of guardians who could look after the interests of the minors. 

On 27 July 1757 , Judocus (Joos) Truyman  from Melsele and Pieter De 

Dijcker  appeared  before the aldermen's bench of Beveren. There they took 

the oath as legal guardians of the five children that Sara Maria had left 

together with her husband James.A few months later, 

 On 28 September 1757 , the official state and inventory of goods of  the 

house of death of Sara Maria De Dijcker was drawn up in Beveren. This 

inventory contained all possessions and debts that had been left behind after 

her death. Jacobus Truyman, who had remained in the house, accounted for 

what belonged to the house of death, together with the guardians Pieter De 

Dijcker and Joos Truyman. 

The five children were mentioned by name in the certificate: Jan Baptist , the 

eldest, then 12 years old, Pieter , Jan Franciscus , Joseph , and Joanna 

Maria . 

Because they were all still minors, the inventory was submitted to the mayor 

and aldermen of Beveren, who supervised the management of their 

inheritance as supreme guardians. This ensured that the rights of the children 

were protected and that the family's property was kept fair. 
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A year and a half later, he again found company and security with Isabelle 

Maria Durinckx, a woman from Haasdonk, born in 1725. Their marriage was 

solemnized on October 9, 1757. 

With Isabelle, Jacobus had three more children. Here too, fate remained cruel: 

their daughter Maria Theresa , born in 1759, reached adulthood and lived until 

1816, but the two youngest ï Jacobus  (1762) and Joanna Lucia  (1764) ï 

died in their first year of life. 

After a long life, in which he had loved two wives and raised many children, 

Jacobus died in 1785 in his familiar Melsele. Isabelle Maria would outlive him 

for another twelve years.  

She eventually moved to Zwijndrecht, where she died on October 31, 1797, in 

the house of Michiel De Decker "on the laar". Her death was reported by her 

stepson Joannes Truyman and by Pieter De Decker. 

Death certificate Jacobus Truyman, Melsele 29 December 1785 

Death of Isabella Maria Durinckx, Zwijndrecht 31 October 1797 
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Joannes Franciscus Truyman  (1750 -1835) 

Joannes Franciscus was born on December 21, 1750 in Melsele. He spent his 

entire life there and died at an advanced age, on 14 December 1835, in his 

home in the Gendstraat in Melsele. He was a son of Jacobus Truyman and 

Sara Maria De Dijcker. 

On 21 June 1788, Joannes Franciscus married Anna Maria Fassaert in 

Melsele. She was born on October 12, 1760 in Melsele as the daughter of 

Michael Fassaert and Isabella De Paepe. Anna Maria survived her husband 

and eventually died on 1 January 1847, also in Melsele. 

Marriage certificate Truyman-Fassaert, Melsele 21 June 1788 

Together Joannes Franciscus and Anna Maria had several children.  

1.- The first child was Maria Elisabeth Truyman , born on April 9, 1790. Maria 

Elisabeth married Josephus Herreweyers on 23 November 1814 in Melsele. In 

this marriage 6 children were born; Joannes, Angelina, Alexander, Maria, 

Sophia and Amelia Herreweyers (Herweyers). After the death of her husband 

on 17 January 1823, Maria Elisabeth married again with Philippus Nijs in 

Beveren-Waas on 25 February 1824. She died on November 26, 1868. 

2.- This was followed by Petrus Jacob Truyman , born on June 10, 1791 in 

Melsele. He was only five years old and died there on 1 May 1796.  

3.- The third child, Jan Frans Truyman , was born on 9 October 1793, but he 

died before February 1801.  
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Baptism certificate Joannes Franiscus, Melsele 9 October 1793. 

4.- On October 10, 1795, Maria Theresia Truyman was  born. Her life lasted 

until December 12, 1820, when she died in Haasdonk, only 25 years old. She 

was married on December 17, 1816 to François Baetens. 

5.- The youngest child, who bore his father's name, Joannes Franciscus 

Truyman,  was born on February 8, 1801 in Melsele. He lived to a ripe old age 

and died there on 28 August 1883. 

Birth certificate Joannes Franciscus Truyman, 8 February 1801 in Melsele 
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Joannes Franciscus Truyman (1801 ï1883) 

On February 8, 1801, Joannes Franciscus Truyman was born in Melsele, son 

of Joannes Franciscus Truyman and Anna Maria Fassaert. He grew up in a 

time when rural Waasland was in a state of flux, but always remained 

connected to his native village. 

He did not marry until later in life. On 9 June 1847 he married Sophie Engels, 

the daughter of Joannes Franciscus Engels and Joanna Theresia Perreman. 

Sophie was born on July 4, 1815. Marriage brought them stability and a family, 

although grief would also cross their path. 

Together they had two children. Their eldest son, Franciscus Truyman , was 

born on April 25, 1848 and would grow up to be a man who continued his 

father's lifeline. He died on January 30, 1924, more than forty years after his 

father's death.  

Their second child, Josephus,  was born on July 20, 1855, but died that same 

year, on December 25, 1855. The loss of this young child must have weighed 

heavily on the family. 

Birth certificate Josephus Truyman, 20 July 1855 

Sophie Engels' life was short-lived. She died in her home in the Gendstraat in 

Melsele on November 10, 1880, at noon. Joannes Franciscus was left behind 

as a widower. Three years later, on August 28, 1883, he also died, in his home 

in the Beekmolen in Melsele, at ten o'clock in the morning. 
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Thus ended the long life of Joannes Franciscus Truyman, which spanned 

almost a century. He left a trace in Melsele, not only by his own name, but also 

by his son Franciscus , who continued the family branch. 

Franciscus Truyman 1848 - 1924 

                     
Franciscus Truyman and Rosalia Idonia Herreweyers (photos Albert Truyman) 

Franciscus was born on April 25, 1848 in Melsele. He grew up in a time when 

the farming community determined village life and married Rosalia Idonia 

Herreweyers on 12 May 1874 in Melsele. She was the daughter of Carolus 

Ludovicus Herreweyers and Francisca Lucia Maes, born on November 13, 

1847 in Melsele. However, their happiness was short-lived: Rosalia Idonia died 

on February 18, 1877, barely three years after their marriage. 

Nevertheless, this couple gave birth to three children in that short period. Their 

eldest son,  

1.- Carolus Ludovicus , was born on February 9, 1875 and would grow into a 

solid ancestor; he died in 1950.  

2.- This was followed by Fidelis Amandus , born on March 29, 1876, but the 

boy died on April 20, 1878.  

3.- The third child, Maria Ludovica , born on February 15, 1877, also died very 

young, on April 9 of the same year. The early death of his wife and two of their 

three children must have been a particularly difficult ordeal for Francis. 
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After these difficult years, he again found support and 

companionship in the Herreweyers family. On 16 

January 1878 he married Maria Clarisse, also known 

as Clara, the younger sister of his deceased wife. 

Clara was born in Melsele on 20 March 1850 and 

would give him a large family. She eventually died on 

December 4, 1917. 

Together, Francis and Clare had a considerable 

number of children, some of whom would go on a 

long path through life.  

1.- Their first child, Maria Celestina , was born on October 28, 1878 and lived 

until 1951. On February 18, 1901, a boy was mentioned in the births of 

Melsele as a child of Marie Truyman, who was twenty-two years old at the 

time. The child was named Henri Truyman, but tragically he died the very next 

day, on February 19, 1901. Although it is not completely certain, age, place of 

birth and place of residence indicate that Marie Celestina Truyman was Henri's 

mother.                                                On 28 November 1902 Maria Celestina 

married Adolphe Alfons Verhofstede in Melsele. Adolphe Alfons, born on 19 

September 1878 in Beveren-Waas, was the son of Jan-Baptist Verhofstede 

and Antonia Van Leuvenhaege. He worked as a blacksmith in Temse and died 

on 12 October 1953 in Antwerp.                                                                                                       

Three children were born from this marriage. Joannes Franciscus Verhofstede, 

Albert Verhofstede and Leonie Verhofstede. 

4.- Then came Maria Stephania , born on December 5, 1879, in Melsele who 

later entered the Convent of Our Lady of the Visitation in Kruibeke on October 

12, 1903.She died on May 27, 1958 in the convent.  

5.- Maria Philomena Leontina  was born on October 22, 1880. She married 

on 7 February 1905 in Melsele with Joannes Benedikt Vercauteren. Twelve 

children were born in this marriage. She died in Temse on 23 July 1941 at the 

age of 60. Joannes died a year later in Temse on 25 May 1942. 

6.- Shortly afterwards, Vitalis Benedict  was  born, on October 25, 1881, who 

lived to be almost eighty years old and died on December 2, 1960. He was 

married on 14 July 1914 in Melsele to Stefania Annee. In this marriage 

Franciscus Albertus (1915-1976), Maria Clara Josephina (1917-2003), Karel 

Louis (1918-1947), Maria Leonia (°1919), Leontina Maria Martha (1922-1995), 

Petrus Jozef (1924-1928), August Alois (1926-1947), Elisabeth Celina Kamiel 

(°1929) and Petrus Alfons Truyman (1931-2001) were born. It is Karel Louis 

and August Alois who both drowned in Kruibeke on June 27, 1947. 
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Funeral card of August and Louis, drowned on June 27, 1947 

7.- This was followed by David Alfonsus , born on November 15, 1882 who 

died after a long illness at the age of 67 on July 14, 1950. He was married to 

Maria Delfina Maes. They were farmers in the Breestraat in Melsele.They had 

5 children; Frans (1921-1999), Maria Leonia (1923-2002), Louis (Carolus 

Ludovicus) (1924-2001), Martha Clara (1927-1928) and Maria Martha (1928-

2008°) 

8.- Benedict Dominicus , who lived from April 24, 1885 to October 28, 1959. 

He emigrated to the United States on July 26, 1913 (See also Truyman's in 

America) 

9.- Fidelis Amandus , born on 25 June 1886, died on 11 September 1945. He 

was married to Mathilde Maes. Fidelis and Mathilde kept café "In de (Hen" 

open on the Heirbaan in Melsele. In this marriage there were 5 children; Elza 

(1915-1990), Elisabeth (1920-2015), Petrus Jozef (1922-2006), Louis (Carolus 

Ludovicus) (1924-2004) and Kamiel Petrus (1928-1938). 
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10.-  February 28, 1888 Remigius Josephus  was  born, but he died after only 

twelve days, on March 10, 1888. 

11.- The youngest children would recolor the lives of their parents. Marie 

Sylvie Truyman  was born on April 22, 1889 in Melsele. She stayed at home 

throughout her childhood, until her father's death in 1924.                           

After this loss, Marie Sylvie decided to follow her vocation and entered the 

convent of the Sisters of Our Lady of the Visitation in Kruibeke on 20 May 

1924. There she took the convent name Sister Aloysia and made her 

profession on May 20, 1926. Sister Aloysia dedicated her life to the convent 

and died there on July 3, 1952. 

12.- Camillus Theophile Truyman was born on May 23, 1890 at 5:00 pm in 

Melsele and baptized on May 24, 1890. Witnesses at the baptism were Caesar 

Baetens and Maria Stephania Callens. Camillus died on 9 September 1974 in 

Beveren-Waas at the age of 84 and was buried in Beveren on 13 September 

1974. The church service took place in the Our Lady of Help.                                                                                                   

Camillus married Marie Caroline Firlefijn, daughter of Edmond Firlefijn and 

Antonia Van Leuvenhaege. Marie Caroline was born on 14 June 1895 in 

Beveren-Waas and died on 28 August 1982 in Basel.                             

Camillus and Marie Caroline, nicknamed "Kamiel", were farmers and traded in 

coal and fruit in Beveren, near Puithoek and Zillebeek.                          

Children of Camillus Theophile and Marie Caroline: Frans Hubert (1920-1999), 

Louis (1923-1999), Maria Truyman (1929-2016), Jenny (°1932).. 

13.- Jozef,  born on September 17, 1891, on the other hand, had a short 

existence and died in 1912. 

14.- The last child, Petrus Augustine , was born on August 20, 1894 and lived 

until 1969. He also emigrated to the US. 

Franciscus Truyman, who had both joy and sorrow in his family life, eventually 

died on January 30, 1924. He left behind a large family, spread over several 

villages of the Waasland, and his name lived on in the following generations. 
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Carolus -Ludovicus Truyman (1875 ï 1950) 

   
Carolus Ludovicus Truyman and Sylvia Vinck (photos Albert Truyman) 

Carolus-Ludovicus Truyman, son of Franciscus Truyman and Rosalia-Idonia 

Herreweyers, was born on February 9, 1875 at 21:00 in Melsele. He was 

baptized on February 10, 1875, with witnesses Carolus Ludovicus 

Herreweyers and Maria Francisca Engels. Carolus-Ludovicus lived all his life 

in Melsele and died there on 30 May 1950, at the age of 75. His funeral took 

place on June 2, 1950. 

On 6 May 1910 he married Marie-Sylvia Vinck  in Zwijndrecht. Marie-Sylvia, 

daughter of Julianus Vinck and Paulina Maes, was born on July 20, 1882 in 

Zwijndrecht and died on November 15, 1963 in Melsele. Together they formed 

a warm family and worked as farmers in the Breestraat in Melsele. 

Nine children were born from their marriage.  

1.- Franciscus Dominicus  was born on August 3, 1911 and died on February 

18, 1963. He was married to Florina Maria Bolsens. There were no children in 

this marriage. 

2.- Their second son, Petrus Julianus , was born in Melsele on December 12, 

1913, but died there on January 10, 1914. 

 3- Julien  was born on January 8, 1915 and lived until February 28, 1996.  
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4- Alfons  was born on March 10, 1917 and died on June 22, 2012. He was 

born on March 10, 1917 in Melsele, at eight o'clock in the evening. He was 

baptized by curate C. Hoste. Alfons worked as a dock worker in Antwerp and 

dedicated his life to his family and work. He died on 22 June 2012 in the AZ 

Nikolaas in Sint-Niklaas.                                                                                  

On 7 March 1940, Alfons married Amelia Maria Smet  in Kruibeke. Amelia 

Maria, daughter of Isidoor Smet and Maria Hortensia De Sitter, was born on 4 

May 1917 in Kruibeke. Her life was tragically ended by a traffic accident on 

February 3, 1980 in Temse.                                                                           

Two children were born from their marriage. Julien Isidoor Truyman  grew up 

as their eldest son, while their daughter Christiana Mathilda Louisa 

Truyman , born on 23 December 1944 in Melsele, lived only a short time and 

died on 17 January 1945.    

      
Alfons Truyman, 1922 ï 1938 ï 2012, (photo Albert Truyman) 

 

5.- Eduardus Gerardus Truyman  was born on September 23, 1918 at nine 

o'clock in the evening in Melsele. He was baptized the next day, on September 

24, by curate A. Boeykens, with Alphonsus Vinck and Leontina Truyman as 

witnesses.                                                                                                         

He married Maria Celina Philomene Dhooghe , daughter of Joannes 

Dhooghe and Maria Van Eynde. Maria Celina Philomene was born on 3 July 

1923 in Zwijndrecht and died there on 24 February 2020.                                                

Together they had two children: André Truyman and Godelieve Truyman, who 

continued the family life. Eduardus Gerardus lived a large part of his life in 

Zwijndrecht, where he eventually died on December 2, 

1991.                                                                                                                      


